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From The President
Chris Pownall  (El Presidente) shares his reflections.

Waitlists, Wursts, and Winding Roads: Fall Is Jam-Packed! 
Fall is shaping up to be one of the busiest stretches our region has had in a while, with three events 
landing inside of five weeks. Here's what's coming - and why that makes me excited about where this 
region is headed.

Porschetoberfest Rallye - September 12 Kicking things off is a two-hour driving rally through 
Northeast Florida's back roads, built around a full Bavarian theme: trivia along the route, a German-
language challenge, and a finish line stocked with wursts, schnitzel, pretzels, and Oompah music. 

Fall Concours & Swap Meet - September 19, Porsche Service Center St. Augustine. A week later, we 
shift gears from driving to showing. Up to 60 Porsches will be judged show-n'-shine style, with cars 
arriving at 7 a.m. and awards wrapped up by noon. Alongside the concours, the swap meet is open to 
anyone buying or selling parts, memorabilia, or models - bring a table if you're selling. Coffee and 
food trucks will be on-site all morning. If you've never entered a concours before, this is a low-
pressure one to start with.

Back of the Dragon Historic Road Tour - October 3-8 The big one. Six days culminating in the 
signature drive: 32 miles and 438 curves through the mountains, with a stay at a resort with it’s roots 
in the early 1800s as a base. While this is sold out, there is a waitlist if you want to try to get in if 
availability opens.

Both Porschetoberfest and the Back of the Dragon tour are officially sold out with waitlists—the 
Dragon tour hit its 20-car cap before September even arrived! That’s a fantastic sign of our region's 
energy, and a massive thank-you goes to our Social and Rally chairs for pulling it off. Moving forward, 
make sure to register the day events open.

Want to get in on the action this fall? The Fall Concours on September 19 is still open whether you’re 
showing a car or browsing the swap meet. Don’t wait on this one!

Keep the wheels down (and the speed legal).
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From The Vice-President
Patrick O'Donnell shares his reflections.

Same great smile, much 
more aerodynamic now

From Pancakes to Paddock: Don't Let Your Porsche Sit Out the Fun! 

Florida Crown region is one of 149 regions across the United States and Canada. You might be 
surprised to find out that Florida Crown is the 16th largest region in North America. As of the time I 
write this, we have 1166 primary members and including affiliate members we have an impressive 
1805 total members!

Out of this fine group of Porsche owners, my guess is probably less than 20% of our members 
actually take advantage of the wonderful events Florida Crown organizes on an annual basis. If 
you’re in that 80% group, consider this your official invitation to join us. Here’s a quick look at what 
you’re missing out on—and why there’s a spot waiting for you:

Concours Many of us have observed these events like the Amelia Island, WERKS reunion and more 
locally our own local events. I used to detail my car just to relax, but attending FCR training sessions 
at the Brumos Collection changed everything. Our Concours experts are incredibly knowledgeable, 
humble, and eager to share their secrets with newcomers. Whether you're aiming for local trophies or 
just want to learn proper preservation techniques, I strongly encourage you to connect with them and 
show off your Porsche!

Autocross Don't worry about hurting your car; Porsches are engineered for performance driving. 
Autocross provides a safe, controlled environment capped under 60 mph where you can sharpen 
your handling skills. Watching your lap times drop as your car control improves is a total thrill. Best 
of all, fellow participants are always right there to encourage you through every run.

High-Performance Driver Education (HPDE) HPDE isn’t racing—it’s safe, track-based instruction 
focused entirely on precision and car control. After a routine vehicle inspection, you’ll be paired with 
a dedicated instructor who guides you through every single lap. You'll master proper lines in a strictly 
controlled setting while safely discovering what your car can actually do. Ultimately, finding that 
rhythm on the track builds skills that might just save your life on the road someday.

Social Events From "Porsche and Pancakes" to drive-and-dines, our club is all about community. If 
you’re among the 80% who haven’t attended an event yet, I can reassure you that we are a very 
welcoming group. Just sign up, let the host know it’s your first time, and introduce yourself to the 
crowd. Please join us at our next gathering, get involved, and make some great new friends!
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Raw, Loud, and Sideways. The Art of Rally 
Driving 
By Sabine Moeller

Before racing was overtaken by algorithms, paddle shifters, and sterile asphalt run-off areas, there was an 
era when driving was pure, lawless madness. Who else among us still looks back at the golden era of rally 
as the absolute peak of motorsport? Our heroes weren’t just circuit racers in pristine overalls; they were 
rally legends like Walter Röhrl and Michèle Mouton, balancing fire-breathing Group B monsters on the 
ragged edge of physics through blinding clouds of dust.

To find out if that raw spirit still exists, 
my friend and I recently booked an 
intensive three-day course at the 
RallyPro Rally School at The FIRM—the 
very place many of us know as our 
home turf for PCA Florida Crown Region 
Autocross events. But this time, instead 
of clipping cones on clean asphalt, we 
traded the tarmac to hurl manual, AWD 
Subarus down loose, unpredictable 
forest trails.

Homologation Monsters and Porsche’s Dakar Heritage

This 80’s era remains completely captivating because it represents the absolute pinnacle of motorsport: 
analog, pure, raw, loud, and brutally challenging. To homologate a car back then, manufacturers only had to 
build 200 road models, unleashing engineers to build lightweight, monsters. In just a few years, outputs 
skyrocketed from 250 hp to over 600 hp, rocketing from 0 to 100 km/h in a staggering 2.8 seconds—on 
loose gravel. There were no electronic safety nets. It was just raw human reflex fighting physics.

Right alongside this timeline, Porsche was rewriting off-road history. Designed originally for stage rally, 
Porsche took its revolutionary all-wheel-drive technology to the desert. In 1984, the lifted Porsche 953 won 
the grueling Paris-Dakar rally on its first try, followed by the legendary 959 Dakar completely dominating the 
sand in 1986.
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Raw, Loud, and Sideways. The Art of Rally 
Driving (cont'd)
That rich, dirt-spitting heritage hits close to home—it’s the exact inspiration behind the modern Porsche 
Dakars and rugged safari builds we have today in our own PCA Florida Crown Region.

The High-Speed Therapy Couch: Finding the Rhythm

I’ve long treated the motorsport world as my personal, high-speed therapy couch, and my "treatment 
history" is extensive. I’ve slid on frozen, dark roads in Finland, experienced the incredible rush of driving 
Porsche GT cars straight into the F1 stadium in Barcelona, burned through tires doing asphalt drifts at the 
Hockenheimring, and hammered down various long and short tracks across the US.

But after all that expensive, octane-fueled meditation, I can tell you this: rally is the purest and rawest 
experience you can possibly have with a car. On the loose earth, you have to completely strip away your 
road-course muscle memory to master the three foundational braking and weight-transfer techniques of 
rally control:

· Left-Foot Braking (The Pitch Turn): where you balance and modulate the throttle while overlapping it with a 
left-foot tap on the brake. This skillfully shifts the car's weight forward, forcing the front tires to bite while 
the rear rotates into a slide.

· The Handbrake Turn: which requires 
disengaging the clutch and pulling the tall 
hydraulic lever to lock the rear wheels, 
snapping you around tight hairpins.

· The Scandinavian Flick (Pendulum Turn): 
where you brake and swing the car away 
from the corner before tossing it back in, 
using the car's own pendulum momentum 
to break traction and slide through 
seamlessly.

Rallying is a high-speed mind-body puzzle—the exact same dance required to tame legendary monsters like 
the fire-breathing Audi S1, the super- and turbocharged Lancia Delta S4, or the ferocious Peugeot 205 T16. 
While a beginner might violently fight the wheel, true mastery of these beasts is entirely about smoothness. 
Of course, reaching that state of zen requires surviving a phase of absolute muscle-memory comedy. 
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Raw, Loud, and Sideways. The Art of Rally 
Driving (cont'd)
In the beginning, my right hand was playing a frantic, blind game of hide-and-seek, completely unable to 
find the correct stick. I'd reach for the gear shifter when I desperately wanted the tall hydraulic handbrake, 
smash the regular foot brake instead of pulling the lever, or panic and hit both at the exact same time—
resulting in an utterly unspectacular maneuver. On top of that physical circus, you have to lock your ears 
onto your instructor guidance, navigating you through the terrain: “Long straight, followed by tight left, 
followed by a baby handbrake turn, clutch turn pull …back on the gas!” —thank goodness he wasn’t using 
the real, dizzying stage lingo yet (“50, Left 4 into Sudden Right 2 Pendulum, Open Tightens, Stay Mid!”). But 
a few rounds later, the rhythm takes over. Remember those videos of rally pros with lightning-fast, dancing 
feet on the pedals? Suddenly, you realize you’re doing that exact same dance—granted, your version might 
be running at half-speed and missing a few beats, but the car is sideways, and that’s what counts.

Your hands fluidly juggle the wheel, gear stick, and 
handbrake while your left foot dances and the right 
foot actually steers the car. When your limbs and the 
engine notes finally align, all the mental noise from 
the outside world completely fades away. You stop 
fighting the terrain and begin to effortlessly float over 
the sand, a multi-limb orchestration that feels like the 
instinctive touch of a master piano player.

Of course, rallying means some casualties. Our tally? 
A couple of broken struts, a tire that divorced its rim 
via a sudden pothole, and a bug bite so aggressive it 
turned the paddock into an amateur ER drama. The 
crew traced my swelling wrist with a Sharpie to rule 
out a rogue spider attack. Luckily, I kept the hand, but 
the car needed some CPR.

Zero Trees, All the Fun: The Skidpad Advantage

While even a standard one-day course can take you deep into the tight forest stages, the real beauty of The 
FIRM is that you don't have to risk a single tree to experience the absolute pinnacle of rally adrenaline.
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Raw, Loud, and Sideways. The Art of Rally 
Driving (cont'd)

The massive skidpad offers a completely wide-open, zero-consequence playground. Out here, you can 
throw the car completely sideways and experiment with the limits of adhesion with nothing to hit but open 
space. It delivers 100% of the visceral thrill and engine noise without owner’s anxiety.

Let’s Hit the Dirt: December 19th Private Event

I’m organizing a full-day private buyout of the rally stages at our Autocross home turf, The FIRM, this mid-
December. I'm calling on all Porsche Dakar owners and Rally Dreamers to join me for a full, guided day of 
non-stop sliding. Here is the game plan:

1) Classroom Session: A quick, focused 
briefing to break down the physics of loose-
surface weight transfer.

2) Skidpad Experience: Learn and practice 
the three foundational braking and sliding 
techniques with infinite room for error. You 
can stay on the skidpad all day if you prefer!

3) Timed Race: A friendly, timed competition 
right on the wide-open skidpad—no trees, no 
risks, just pure fun

4) Optional Real Stages: For those wanting the full forest rally experience, the deep sand, dirt, and gravel 
stages will be fully open.
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Social Events Announcements
ByJanet O'Donnell, Social Event Chair & Patrick O'Donnell , Vice President

Florida Crown Region (FCR) covers a lot of land. In fact, our region is 
more than 9,400 square miles (not including bodies of water) and we 
currently have more than 1,760 PCA members (primary members, 
family, affiliate family and associates).

To serve our FCR membership we have brought together a team to 
better represent areas that are more local to our members.

Meet Our Regional Social Coordinators

I would like to introduce and also thank our fine group of FCR 
Regional Social Coordinators (RSC):

Amelia Island: John Pellerin (co-host Terry Sopher)

Jacksonville: Michael Chiaputto

Palm Coast: Laura & Matt Salter

Palatka: Bobbi & Mitch Weller

Orange Pk/Fleming Island: Neal Newfield

Gainesville: Prince Hinson (co-host Peter Mauro)

Working with this wonderful team of Regional Social Coordinators, we 
have expanded both Porsche and Pancakes representation and are 
also including socials for other areas. This year we had socials in 
Gainesville at the Bluegill Restaurant, Corky Bells in Palatka, 
RiverGrille on the Tomoka (Ormond Beach), Hilltop Restaurant 
(Orange Park) and Hooters in Jacksonville — and you can expect 
more locations in the future.

Breaking News!

We are going back to the 
Putnam Lodge in November 
2026. This event sold out last 
year in 24 hours!

We will leave from a 
predetermined location, drive 
on carefully selected country 
roads (by FCR Drive Team 
Leader Bruce MacDougall), 
have lunch in High Springs at 
the Great Outdoors 
Restaurant, followed by a 
hotel overnight with 
discounted room rates — a 
takeover by Porsche folks — 
at the Historic Putnam Lodge 
with dinner at the 1927 
Steakhouse. Like last year, we 
will be having breakfast in our 
own private room at the 
Cabbage Café.

Stay tuned to the FCR website 
and calendar for registration 
details. It will go fast!
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2026 Calendar of Events September - November

September
2nd — Board of Directors Meeting

5th — no Porsche & Pancakes – Amelia, 
Jacksonville, Palm Coast, Fleming

12th- Octoberfest Rally 

15th- Social Landing Strip Palm Coast 

18th — FCR Ladies Luncheon – Coopers 
Hawk Mandarin Landing 

19th - Concours and Swap Meet Porsche 
Service Center St. Augustine

9th–25th — Treffen at Sea (PCA National 
Event)

26th — Porsche & Pancakes – 
Gainesville Edition

October
3rd — Porsche & Pancakes – Amelia, 
Jacksonville, Palm Coast, Fleming

3rd–8th — Back of the Dragon Tour

7th — Board of Directors Meeting

13th — Social TBD

16th — FCR Ladies Luncheon – TBD 
(Dora Barren Hosting)

24th Blue Gill in Gainesville - Drive & Dine

31st — Porsche & Pancakes – 
Gainesville Edition

November

8th — Ponte Vedra Auto Show

4th — Board of Directors Meeting

7th — Porsche & Pancakes – Amelia, 
Jacksonville, Palm Coast, Fleming

10th — Social TBD

11th–15th — Historic Races at Daytona

14th -15th  The Putnam Lodge Overnight 
Tour

Your Porsche didn't buy itself to sit in the garage. Pick an event, fire up the flat-six, and join your FCR 
family on the road — because the best stories always start with 'So we were driving...'
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2026 Calendar of Events November - December

November (cont'd)
20th — FCR Ladies Luncheon – TBD 
(Dora Barren Hosting)

21st Hooters on San Jose (bring 
unwrapped gifts for "Toys for Tots") 

28th no P&P in Gainesville

December

2nd — Board of Directors Meeting

5th — No Porsche & Pancakes – Amelia, 
Jacksonville, Palm Coast, Fleming

8th — No Tuesday Night Social

13th — Holiday Social – Timuquana 
confirmed

18th — FCR Ladies Luncheon – TBD 
(Dora Barren Hosting)

26th — No Porsche & Pancakes – 
Gainesville Edition (due to holidays)

Your Porsche didn't buy itself to sit in the garage. Pick an event, fire up the flat-six, and join your FCR 
family on the road — because the best stories always start with 'So we were driving...'
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Membership Report
By Sabine Moeller, Membership Chair · August 2026

21
New Members

1,166
Total Primary 

Members

639
Affiliate Members

1,805
Total Region 
Membership

Transfer In: 11 Transfer Out: -5 Lapsed: 21

Welcome to the Florida Crown Region family! We're thrilled to have you behind the wheel with us — 
whether you're joining us for a Sunday drive, a track day, or a social dinner, there's always a seat at the 

table and a great road ahead .

New Members —July - August 2026

Agricola, Christophe
Fernandina Beach, Florida

White 2016 Cayman GT4

Gomez, Carlos
Jacksonville, Florida

Silver 2024 718 Cayman GTS 4.0

Spadaro, Carl
Jacksonville, Florida

White 2003 911 Carrera 4S

Calia, Daniel
Saint Johns, Florida

Red 2021 718 Boxster GTS 4.0

Bicki, Daniel
Saint Augustine, Florida

Grey 2006 911 Carrera S

Adams, Charles & 
Pamela
Ponte Vedra, Florida

White 2025 Macan

Sanchez, Francis
Saint Augustine, Florida

Silver 2025 Panamera 4

Mcneal, Ken
Jacksonville, Florida

Black 2016 Panamera 4S

Kondal, Martha
St Augustine, Florida

Black 2017 Panamera 4S
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Membership Report
New Members — Jul/Aug 2026

Webber, Bruce
Saint Augustine, Florida

White 2007 911 Carrera 4

Cruz, Victor & 
Jedzeidy
Kingsland, Georgia

Red 2008 Boxster

Powell, Jeffrey
Ormond Beach, Florida

Silver 2002 911 Carrera 4S

Scolapio, Anthony & 
James
Jacksonville, Florida

White 1987 911 Carrera Targa

Gradzki, Kacper & 
Stephanie
St. Augustine, Florida

Green 2018 911 GT3

Paris, Jacquelyn
Gainesville, Florida

White 2022 Panamera 4 E-Hybrid

Schulman, Neil & 
Sonia
Saint Johns, Florida

Black 2004 911 Carrera Cabriolet

Hensler, William
Newberry, Florida

Silver 2023 911 GT3 RS

Lagimoniere, Gregory 
& Lesley
Jacksonville Beach, Florida

Silver 2022 718 Cayman GT4

Lockett, Kevin
Saint Johns, Florida

Blue 2026 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet

Palacio, Perry
Jacksonville, Florida

White 2019 Cayenne

Don't be shy — reach out, show up, and make some memories. 
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2026 FCR Anniversaries
July / August 2026

We pause to honor the members who have made Florida Crown Region what it is today. These milestones 
represent decades of passion, friendship, and shared roads. Congratulations to all our anniversary 

members — your loyalty is the heartbeat of this club.

🏆 40 Years

Bonny Sandy

🌟 30 Years

Erin Shirley
Allen Shirley

🎗️ 25 Years

Nina Wunderlich
Tony Wunderlich

🏅 20 Years

Douglas Hale
Alan Roth

🎖️ 15 Years

John Bentz
Tionna Hatchett
William Hatchett

🚗 10 Years

Greg Hartmann
Aaron Zevenbergen
Candace Dorsten

Victor Dorsten
Steven Pincus

🔑 5 Years

Barry Guertin
Marco Gutzeit

Jennifer Hoover
Jay Parrish

Richard Shaw
Alicia Zervos

Michael Zervos
Joe Cox

Elena Fleming
Patrick Fleming

Cameron Helt
Lee Helt

Chris Peters
Mary Roboch
Joseph Storey

Tyler Storey

 Did You Know?

Our 40-year members have been part 
of FCR since 1986 — before the 

internet, before smartphones, and 
before the Boxster even existed!

Combined, this group of anniversary 

members represents over 300 years 
of PCA membership.

FCR has been connecting Porsche 
enthusiasts across North Florida 

since 1960. These members are living 

proof of what makes this club special.

Thank you for every mile, 
every event, and every 

memory shared with the PCA  
family.

Congratulations to all FCR anniversary members — thank you for your continued dedication to the Porsche 
community.
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A Triptych of Porsche Travels and 
Adventures 
by John Pellerin , Dave Rodenroth , & Hylton Early

Introduction – Wayne Kunkel, Editor

In the last issue of this newsletter, I found an article and images of the Porsche Club Parade and used it 
since it was time sensitive to the publication deadline. I asked 4 or 5 Florida Crown Members, who were 
attending the Parade in Lake Placid to take pictures of their trip and think about writing an article for the 
newsletter. Thank you to John, Dave, and Hylton for taking the time to put their articles together.

I imagined a verbal and visual triptych for my FCR readers. The actual percentage of attendance at any PCA 
Parade, by every PCA member in the last 70 years is unknown. Panorama is full of images, awards, stories 
for 2 months. Winning at the Parade, in any event, is a big deal. To win your class at the concours adds 
value to your car and carries a trophy that will be on your bookshelf for years.

It rained at the Lake Placid Parade. One of the coldest PCA autocrosses I ever attended was in 2016, at the 
PCA Parade in Stow, Vermont. My teeth were chattering from the very cold rain and wind. My best Parade 
autocross finish was in 1994 at the Lake Placid Parade.

Why Every Porsche Enthusiast Should Attend at Least One Parade
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Porsche Parade 2026

By Debbie & Hylton Early

As we drove into Lake Placid, NY, everywhere we looked there were Porsches—streaming up and down the 
hills leading to town, lining the streets, filling hotel parking lots, parked in front of restaurants, and 
everywhere else. Hi-beams flashed, smiles, waves, thumbs up—we're here! We've attended other PCA 
events, but nothing prepared us for the scale of our first Parade.

Beautiful, pastoral Lake Placid, steeped in Olympic history, was a perfect setting. Its charming Main Street, 
surrounded by mountains, had become PCA's hometown for the week. More than 2,600 enthusiasts and 
over 1,340 Porsches made the 70th anniversary Parade the largest gathering in PCA history.

We'd owned our 2016 Cayman GT4 less than a year when we decided to make the trip. We wanted to 
experience Parade firsthand and, despite having seen much of the United States, we'd never visited Lake 
Placid. Like many Americans, we vividly remember the excitement of the 1980 U.S. Olympic hockey team's 
"Miracle on Ice" victory over the Soviet Union, when Al Michaels famously made the call, "Do you believe in 
miracles? Yes!" The arena was named in honor of the U.S. hockey team's coach, Herb Brooks. Another 
memory will be attending two Parade banquet dinners held on that famous ice. A tablemate explained that 
the ice is covered in interlocking panels when used for banquets, which led another tablemate to confess 
he had on long underwear. Really?

The adventure began three and a half days earlier, as we packed for the 1,250-mile trip north to upstate 
New York. This was our first long road trip in a car like a GT4, which begs the question…how do you pack 
for a 2.5-week trip in a car with no backseat? A mid-engine car at least offers a surprisingly deep front trunk 
(frunk), and a rear trunk area that is larger than it first appears. One thing we did not expect—as the miles 
flew by—was the attention a GT4 attracts. Every day brought an enthusiastic thumbs-up from passing cars, 
someone snapping an iPhone photo, approving nods from motorcyclists, conversations while stopping for 
gas, and cheers and nods of approval from teenage boys on e-bikes. A GT4 makes friends!

Then we arrived in Lake Placid. It did not disappoint. Porsches everywhere—not dozens, but hundreds. 
From classic 356s to 918s and everything in between. There were 911s from 930 Turbos to Targa 4 GTSs, 
Boxsters and Caymans, Macans and Cayennes and I'm guessing enough GT cars to almost fill a Costco 
parking lot. A town full of Porsche people from all 50 states and Canada. We couldn't help asking ourselves, 
"Is this what Porsche heaven is like?"
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Parade wasn't all about Porsches. Attendees could choose from a variety of driving tours, and we chose 
one that took us to Reuben Smith’s Tumblehome Boatshop, Warrensburg, NY, 75 miles south of Lake Placid. 

Owner Reuben Smith and his wife, 
themselves Porsche owners—a 718 
Cayman S and Macan, respectively—are 
dedicated to preserving the unique cultural 
heritage of the Adirondack guideboat, as 
well as specializing in high‐end restoration 
and new construction of historic and 
classic wooden boats. Their boatshop was 
a treasure trove of classic wooden boats, 
including Adirondack guideboats (first 
built in the 1840s), canoes and custom 
projects.

We marveled at the exquisite craftsmanship as we toured the shop, followed by lunch nearby at the Main 
Street Ice Cream Parlor in nearby Chestertown, NY. Great food! It was a wonderful reminder that one of the 
pleasures of Parade is discovering the place that hosts it, not just the Porsches that bring everyone there.

In preparation for entering our car in Monday's Concours, on Sunday we pulled an all-dayer from dawn to 
dusk detailing the GT4, after driving 1,250 miles through rainstorms and accumulating plenty of bugs, 
confirming—as the famous Porsche ad proclaimed—that a Porsche still ‘Kills bugs fast.’

Concours day started early, with check-in between 5:00 and 7:30 a.m. Standing at the Olympic Speed 
Skating Oval at sunrise was unforgettable as Concours entrants arrived, lining both the inside and outside 
of the track oval, inching toward their assigned places. As the 180 spaces slowly filled, we backed into "16." 
And everyone there was reminded: The Concours goes on, rain or shine. It did, in the rain. In the meantime, 
everyone hoped for a good showing but also admired the amazing cars surrounding them.

When judging concluded, we were thrilled to learn that 
our GT4 placed third in its class. It was exciting to see 
our third-place GT4 projected on the famous hockey 
rink scoreboard at Tuesday evening's Awards 
Banquet, proudly representing the PCA Florida Crown 
Region.
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Even with all this excitement, one memory that rises to the top isn't about our car. It is about the young man 
and his car parked next to us at the Concours. Showing his 2020 silver Boxster T for the first time, he told 
us he had attended more than twenty Porsche Parades with his father, starting as a one-year-old! This year 
was different because it was his first Parade without his father, who had recently passed away. Also, from 
Florida (Gold Coast Region), he was warm and friendly and generously gave us some tips as we put on the 
finishing touches. When he won first place in his class, we couldn't wait to find him to congratulate him. It 
was hard not to think that his dad would have been very proud.

This simple moment reminded us that Parade is about much more than cars and competition. Our most 
vivid memories aren't about the cars or the competition—they're about the entire experience: the 
atmosphere, the anticipation of Concours morning, the people we met, and the unexpected moments along 
the way.

And the adventure didn't end when we departed Wednesday. Rather than simply retracing our route home, 
we headed through Watkins Glen and Lexington, Virginia, with a breakfast stop at The Greenbrier before 
continuing through West Virginia to Asheville. We then spent three nights at Tapoco Lodge in western North 
Carolina, using it as a base to explore the Tail of the Dragon and other nearby mountain roads before 
heading home through Charlotte. By the time we pulled into our driveway, we'd put roughly 3,500 miles on 
the GT4, and had a much better appreciation for why the Cayman GT4 was so acclaimed when it launched 
in 2015.

If a Parade is not yet on your bucket 
list, we highly recommend it! We're 
not sure about Boise in '27, but we're 
definitely attending Parade '28 in 
Traverse City.

See you there!
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Our Lake Placid Porsche Parade Experience

By John Pellerin

This year’s Lake Placid Porsche Parade was Fran’s and my first Parade experience yet was in territory very 
familiar to us. We lived in upstate New York from 2003 through 2022 and our PCA region was the Hudson 
Champlain (HCP) region extending from south of Albany all the way to the Canadian border including Lake 
Placid and the eastern half of the Adirondacks. We lived in Saratoga Springs, NY and spent many weekends 
in the Lake Placid area hiking, camping, canoeing and taking in the Olympic history and venues. In fact, our 
daughter still lives in the Albany area and hikes the high peaks around Lake Placid.

Our motivations were to experience our first Parade while getting to see many friends from our previous 
Region and our HPDE social circle from events at Watkins Glen, Lime Rock and many other tracks 
throughout the northeast US and Canada. And somewhat coincidentally, our daughter and her fiancé 
selected the week after Parade to get married and they chose Lake Placid for their ceremony! Talk about 
serendipity (although it made for interesting logistics)!

We had no experience from previous Parade events 
so I can’t make comparisons, but I will say that 
everything that is counted upon to make for a great 
FCR event are the same for a national event like 
Parade – dedicated and passionate volunteers, 
organization, and rolling with the punches as 
circumstances always change. For this Parade, the 
circumstances were nearly all weather-related with 
rain looming almost every day including check-in on 
Sunday and the Concours on Monday. The rain didn’t 
dampen spirits at all in our experience and the cool 
temperatures were very refreshing. Walking several 
laps around the Olympic speedskating oval was the 
best way to run into people we knew while seeing a 
top quality Concours display of Porsches from 
across the USA.
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